
 

What will it take? (Part 2 of 5) 
Sermon Series Scripture: Acts 2:42-47 

What will it take to be a disciple making church? 
1Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

 
 
Starter:  
Canvas the group for those members who would like to share the name of the one who led 
them to Christ. Did that same person ‘walk with them’ as they grew up in their faith or did 
someone else fill that role? If so who? 
 
 
 
Discussion points: 

1. Read 1Thessalonians 1:1-3 Focusing on verse 3 ask the group what stands out for 
them in light of the subject of study. 

2. Read verses 4 and 5. There are 2 parts to ‘The Preparation for Discipleship’. What are 
they? (Divine side and Human side) Discuss how confusing our role can create 
challenges to a person’s developing faith. 

3. Read verses 6 through 8. ‘The Evidence of Discipleship’ involves receiving the Word, 
living the Word and speaking the Word. The Gospel of Christ is VERY attractive (grace, 
forgiveness and right standing with God!!) so it’s not surprising that many would 
welcome it. And begin to imitate the lives of the ones who believe. What happens if this 
is where people stay – as imitators? 

4. Ask the group for practical, effective ways to help new believers (imitators of mature 
believers and the Lord) move to a place where they are now modeling a believing 
lifestyle to their ‘world’. Alpha, Follow, Serving, Connect groups…. 

5. Ask the group for their personal experiences (good and bad) with ‘evangelism’. Ask the 
group members to articulate their personal stories of coming to faith (what is called a 
‘testimony’ in ‘churchese’). They can write it out or tell a friend or family member. 
Everyone has a story of meeting Jesus and accepting His gift of forgiveness and grace. 
Read 1 Peter 3:15 and Revelations 12:11   

6. Read 1Thess 1:9-10. Repentance, salvation and service to God and an eternity with 
Him are ‘The Testimony to Discipleship’.  There is a difference between dwelling on the 
past and relating it as part of a greater story of redemption. How do we make sure we 
are putting the emphasis where it should be? 

 
 
 
 
Diving Deeper: 
Thessalonians is considered Paul’s “discipleship letter”. Consider reading all of FIRST 
Thessalonians and meditating on it’s message this week. 
 


